
 

 

CALL OF PROPOSALS COMPOSITION COMPETITION FOR SYNPHONIC 

BAND (5th EDITION) ARTURO BALAGUER «el de Canya» 

 

PURPOSE 

 

To promote and spread musical culture through band music, so deeply embedded in our 

town culture.  

The compositions must be original and unpublished, and must not have been submitted to 

other competitions. Moreover, they must not contain, in whole or in part, copies or plagiarism 

of other works. The authors will be responsible, in front of the City Council and third parties, 

for compliance with the provisions of this call. 

 

Finalist works will be performed by the La Pobla de Vallbona Music Corporation during the 

San Sebastián concert in January 2026, conducted by its principal and artistic director during 

the awards ceremony. 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

 

Adults aged 18 and over of any nationality. 
 

Composers who have won first prize in either of the last two editions are not eligible to 

participate. 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR SUBMITTING COMPOSITIONS 

 

Symphonic genre, without literary text. Works for soloists and vocal pieces are excluded. 

Compositions must be written and arranged for a standard band formation. Handwritten 

scores will not be accepted. 

 

The works may not exceed level 4 in terms of difficulty and must have a minimum duration of 

10 minutes and a maximum duration of 15 minutes. 

 

If the composition includes music not owned by the author, written authorization must be 

submitted. 

 

Exclusion: Public performance or disclosure of the work prior to the official premiere will 

result in automatic disqualification. 

 

Compositions that have not been finalists or winners in previous editions will be direct 

candidates in the 2025 call with the possibility of submitting a new revised version of the 

work. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

JURY 

 

The jury will be composed of the Councillor for Culture or the person she delegates to, the 

nominal director of La Pobla de Vallbona Music Corporation, and two distinguished figures in 

the field of composition and/or musical direction. 

 

They will first review each application submitted to verify that it meets the conditions 

established in this call for applications and, consequently, decide on admission. 

 

In the event of a tie, the jury may award two first prizes ex aequo. The jury’s decision will be 

submitted to the Local Government Board, which is the competent authority to grant the 

awards. 

 

The prize may be left vacant if the jury considers that no work meets the necessary merits to 

be awarded. They reserve the right to disqualify any work that does not meet the minimum 

standards.  

 

PRIZES 

 

First Prize: €3,000 (gross) 

Second Prize (Finalist): €2,000 (gross) 

 

To receive the prize, the winner must be present at the award ceremony and comply with all 

tax obligations. The composers win the metallic prize and a trophy made by a famous local 

artist.  

 

 

EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 

1. Originality and Creativity: Asses the composer's ability to present original and creative 

musical ideas. (1 point) 

2. Formal Structure: Evaluate the organisation and overall structural coherence of the 

composition. (1 point) 

3. Thematic Development: Examine the composer’s skill in developing and transforming 

musical ideas throughout the work, maintaining thematic coherence and exploring a range of 

possibilities within a consistent conceptual framework. (1 point) 

4. Instrumentation: Consider the selection and combination of instruments, as well as the 

composer’s ability to exploit the sonic potential of each instrument effectively, achieving an 

appropriate balance. The work must be written and orchestrated for a standard brass band 

ensemble. The minimum required instrumentation is detailed in Appendix I. (1 point) 

5. Expressive Aspects: Evaluate the expressive parameters that enhance the 

communication of musical ideas and affective content, including dynamics, agogics, 

character, articulation, accentuation, musical rhetoric, and other elements contributing to 

artistic expression. (1 point) 



 
6. Melodic quality:Consider the aesthetic value, balance, structural integrity and 

development of melodic material throughout the composition. (1 point) 

7. Quality of Notation and Engraving: Assess the clarity and editorial quality of the 

conductor’s score and instrumental parts (‘particelle’), with special attention to legibility and 

practical usability for performers. (1 point) 

8. Harmony and Counterpoint: Evaluate the harmonic language, including structure,chord 

usage, harmonic progressions, and contrapuntal writing. (1 point) 

9. Rhythm, Metre and Tempo: Assess the effective use of rhythmic structures, metric 

organisation, and tempo choices throughout the composition. (1 point) 

10. Contemporary and innovative techniques: Evaluate the use of contemporary 

language and innovative techniques in both compositional approach and instrumentation. (1 

point). 

 

The jury reserves the right to include an additional evaluative aspect, to be considered froma 

perceptual or interpretative perspective in the final decision. Furthermore, the jury may 

deduct up to 0.5 points for failure to satisfy any of the stated criteria. 

 

It is imperative that all submitted works adhere strictly to the prescribed parameters 

regarding duration and level of difficulty. Compositions that fall outside the defined time 

constraints or that exceed the maximum difficulty level (Grade 4) will be automatically 

disqualified from the competition. 

 

 

OWNERSHIP AND PUBLICATION OF THE AWARD-WINNING WORKS 

 

Participants must use the same title as their final title that they submitted for the competition, 

and must state in any relevant edition, recording, programme and publication that the work 

has been a finalist or winner in the Arturo Balaguer «el de Canya» Composition Competition 

for Symphonic Band in La Pobla de Vallbona. 

 

The scores of all selected compositions will become part of the intangible heritage of the 

Town Council of La Pobla de Vallbona. Any use of these scores will require authorization 

from the La Pobla de Vallbona City Council through the entry registry. 

 
 

 

 

SUBMISSION FORMAT 

 

The submitted work must be submitted in a closed envelope containing, at the same time, 

two sealed envelopes. On the outside of both sealed envelopes, must be printed the chosen 

motto for the musical composition and the author's pseudonym. 

 

One of the inner envelopes must contain a printed copy of the full conductor’s score along 

with the corresponding individual parts (‘particelle’) for each instrument included in the 

chosen instrumentation template. Additionally, a CD or USB drive must be enclosed, 

containing digital files of the score and individual parts (‘particelle’)in PDF format, as well as 

an audio file of the work in MIDI, WAV or MP3 format. 



 
 

The second inner envelope must include the following documentation: 

– A copy of the composer’s national identity document (DNI) or passport 

– The signed application form 

– The signed declaration of responsibility (Annex II) 

– A document containing the composer’s contact details (telephone number and email 

address) 

– Proof of third-party account ownership or a certificate of bank account ownership 

– A curriculum vitae 

– The final title of the musical composition along with the composer’s real name. 

 

To keep the anonymity the people participants will be identified with a different motto of the 

final title and use a pseudonym as composer identification. Must not appear the name or 

pseudonym on the score or audio, only a motto chosen by the compositor. Not respecting 

the rule will lead to disqualification.  

 

 


